UNDECLARED   WAR
propagandists seemed a little taken aback to begin
with, but they soon adopted slightly more caution and
continued their activities busily; for a time the V.D.A.
and even the Bund Deutscher Osten, whicli existed
mainly for an anti-Polish purpose,  diverted their
attention towards  the  Sudeten  German  question.
Whatever was said by Berlin to Warsaw, there was no
question but that irredentism was fervently preached;
it was explained to the Germans in Poland that Hitler
had only made a treaty with the Poles in order to hood-
wink them until he was ready to take action and it
would be wise to be on good terms with the local
Nazis before then.  The official friendship between the
countries thus won over a section of Polish opinion
to a pro-German view and facilitated Nazi propaganda
among the Germans as well, partly because the anti-
Nazi Germans who were reasonably loyal to Poland
found themselves without protection from the Poles,
while in the eyes of Berlin they had become politically
pernicious and traitors to their race.   The distress in
the industrial district of Upper Silesia was still very-
great at this time, and the stories of employment in the
Reich worked wonders; indeed many Polish working-
men who could not speak German were persuaded to
join Nazi organizations on this account, and forthwith
indulged in die activities which led to the big Katowice
treason trial.  It thus appeared for a time as if National
Socialism might be successful exploiting the German-
Polish Treaty in order to undermine Polish authority
throughout West Poland, the more since the Upper
Silesians were followers of the Catholic democrat
Korfanty, and particularly hated the Colonels.   As
Korfantists, however, the Upper Silesians, like the rest